
Summer HouseSummer House Summer House The Bietigheim
Hornmoldhaus

Information 
for the visit 

For anyone who wants to know more about the house, there 
is a richly illustrated book by author Günter Bentele. An 
entertaining read with fascinating background information 
on the history of the building, the painters, the owner Sebas-
tian Hornmold and his time, 
and much more.

The book is available for 
purchase at the Stadtmuseum, 
City Archives, or in bookstores 
for just € 17.50.

       	 STADTMUSEUM HORNMOLDHAUS
       	Hauptstraße 57 | 74321 Bietigheim-Bissingen

Phone	 07142 / 74 362 (Museumsbüro, Mo-Fr)
E-Mail 	 stadtmuseum@bietigheim-bissingen.de
https://stadtmuseum.bietigheim-bissingen.de
Follow us on      

The building is not wheelchair accessible!

 
       opening hours

Tue, Wed, Fri 
1.45 – 5.45 pm

Closed on Mondays and on December 24, 25 and 31.  Free admission

Thu 
1.45 – 7.45 pm

Sat, Sun, public holidays 
10.45 am – 5.45 pm

For groups, we offer guided tours of the museum‘s and city‘s 
history, as well as tours of the permanent collection and current 
special exhibitions, by prior arrangement. Further informati-
on about these, as well as children‘s birthday parties at the 
museum, cultural education programs, the Escape Room, and 
adventurous journeys into history with VR goggles, can be found 
on our website. Appointments can be booked through 
our museum office.

WHAT ELSE WE OFFER for a fee:
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Magnificent portal 
from 1625
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”Historic City Bietigheim”
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Museum 
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Room

Small Exhibition 

Room

Large 

Exhibition 

Hall

Connecting Building ”GALLERY“

Coat of arms of the Duke of 
Württemberg and coat of arms 
of the Hornmold family

Carpeted Room

Presumably former office of 
Sebastian Hornmold

Hallway with magnificent 
ceiling paintings as well as 
door portals and medallions 
on the walls

City History of 

the 20th /21st  

Century

City History 

19th Century

|Rivers

Theme

”Market“

Theme

“Half-Timbered“

The former chamber 
now houses extensive 
documentation on the 
Bieigheim physician Erwin 
von Baelz. This includes 
many personal collectibles 
from his time in Japan as 
personal physician to the 
imperial court.

Former large living room of 
the Hornmold family with 

representative window front

Niche from the 17th century

Former courtyard entrance 
with side stonemasonry

Fragments from the previous 
building in the window 

reveal dated 1526

Three-aisled hall on the 
first floor (ground floor) for 
Sebastian Hornmold‘s former wine shop

The original ceiling beams still remain 
above this partition wall. The passage 
to the summer house was widened here 
in 1623.

This area was originally 
used as a summer room. 

A partition wall separated it 
from the maid‘s room.

Former bedroom with 
the coat of arms of 

Sebastian Hornmold 
and his wife Anna 

above the entrance 
door. The ceiling 

is decorated with 
fine Baroque 

arabesque 
paintings.

Biblical motifs and 
architectural paintings

Originally painted door 
in grisaille painting 
(in shades of grey)

Inscription 1575 in 
the narrow corridor 
leading to the 
summer room in the 
summer house

Original lintel above 
the windows

Special painting of the ceiling 
with papal satires

The niche contained the toilet. 
To the right of it, written 
characters, numbers, and 
symbols such as stars are still 
preserved.

Visible part of the old city wall 
on which the summer house is built.

The rear part of the building, the lower section 
of which was initially used.
In 1575, the new summer room was built there.

Through a magnificent portal in 
what was once the „executive 

floor,“ visitors today enter 
the world of the Romans. 

Here, visitors can learn 
about the traces they 

and the Alemanni 
left behind in 

and around 
Bietigheim-

Bissingen.

In a room that was originally used for business 
purposes, the

is now located

Samurai equipment

Gem

Renaissance 

Room Hallw
ay (

 VR-GOGGLES)

Hallw
ay

“Half-Tim
bered“ 

Former attic of the barn 
will be used for events 
after conversion
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Gallery

Theme

”City“

Former kitchen. From here, 
the stove in the living room was 
heated (breech-loading stove).

Main Entrance

Rear Entrance

Das Bietigheimer Hornmoldhaus –  

DIE MALEREIEN 
Das Bietigheimer Hornmoldhaus – 

DIE MALEREI

3rd Fl.
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1536	Completion of the „Hornmold House“

1556/57 Addition of the gallery with Summer Room I as a 		
	 „bridge“ to the older barn, and decoration of the ground 		
	 floor and first floor of the main building with paintings

1575	Construction of the Summer House with Summer Room II in 		
	 place of the older barn, and decoration of the ceiling with 		
	 paintings

1620 to 1625 Completion of Summer Room II with paintings on 	
	 the walls and decoration of the property with stonemasonry

1623	Widening of the gallery building and abandonment of 		
	 Summer Room I	
1625	Completion of the magnificent stone portal

1715	Sale of the building complex to baker Hans Georg Creutz

1764	Re-sale of the building Hornmoldhaus (Hauptstraße 57) 		
	 and the separate sale of the adjacent „Erkerhäuslen“
	 (Oriel House) (Hauptstraße 59, now the Museum Garden)

1963	The city of Bietigheim purchases the building complex, 		
	 subsequently establishing a small exhibition and lecture 	
	 space and continuing to use the rental apartments. 

 	 The city plans to demolish the Hornmoldhaus.

1974	The „Citizens‘ Initiative for a Humane City“ calls for the 		
	 preservation of the building.

1976	The decision is made to renovate the Hornmoldhaus and 	
	 establish a city museum there.

1977	Renovation work begins and the neighboring building 		
	 (Hauptstraße 59) is demolished.

1989	The Hornmoldhaus Stadtmuseum opens, marking the 		
	 1200th anniversary of the first documented mention of 		
	 Bietigheim and the State Garden Show.

The Hornmoldhaus - 
a fascinating history

Welcome to an informative tour of the Horn-
moldhaus Stadtmuseum, where there‘s much 
to discover: magnificent paintings from the 
16th century, interesting facts about the history 
of the town of Bietigheim-Bissingen, mysterious 
discoveries in the ESCAPE ROOM*, unique 
insights into the highly revered physician 
Erwin von Baelz in Japan, and a variety of 
special exhibitions... 
And for those who still don‘t want that, we 
offer time and space with our VR goggles* for a 
fantastic journey into the history of our museum. 

* By appointment only.

1535

HOW IT CONTINUED…

In

Duke Ulrich of Württemberg gifted his newly appointed bailiff 
Sebastian Hornmold the house of the Johannespfründe (today: 
Hauptstraße 57), directly above the Bietigheim town hall.

FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR

THIRD FLOOR

Rooms, hallways, and ceilings were 
decorated with magnificent Renaissance 
paintings. Figurative elements, portals, and 
small portraits can also be seen among the 
floral scrolls. 

Hidden in the ceiling beams in the hallway 
are the heads of a boy, a man, and an old man. 
These could be members of the Hornmold family, 
artists, or symbols of the three ages of life. They were uncovered, 
along with the other paintings, during renovation work in the 
1970s and 1980s and repainted with Renaissance colors. 

This type of restoration makes it almost impossible for laypeople 
to recognize the original features. However, the original impres-
sion of the room can be experienced.

Next to the living room was the chamber of 
Sebastian Hornmold and his wife Anna. Above 
the door, the family crests commemorate the 
couple. The living room was 
originally equipped with a 
wide band of windows and 
a stove. The kitchen was 
housed in the adjacent 
room.

In contrast to the main building, the renovation here was carried 
out according to updated historical preservation guidelines. 
Existing features were 
only preserved and 
not painted over. The 
paintings date from the 
16th and 17th centuries.

The Hornmoldhaus is named 
after its builder, Sebastian 
Hornmold (1500–1581), who 
lived in Bietigheim in the 16th 
century as a wine merchant, 
town clerk, bailiff, and church 
council director. His close 
contacts with the Duke of 
Württemberg enabled him to 
build the Hornmoldhaus in a 
prominent location, directly 
next to the town hall, and to 
decorate it magnificently with 

Renaissance paintings. The property also included a barn with a 
connecting corridor, a courtyard, and an annex.

The highlight of the house is the 
summer room. Along the walls and 
on the door, biblical themes are 
depicted in grisaille (gray tones), 
including the birth of Jesus and a 
view into a church. Depictions of 
rabbits and dogs can be found 
above the windows and on the 
beams. Due to its use as a fuel 
store for the bakery, not all of the 
wall panels have survived.

Not only were numerous 
floral elements installed between the ceiling beams, but also two 
puzzle images mocking the Catholic Church. Depending on the angle 
of view, one can recognize, for example, the Pope or the devil.

The decorations on the third floor 
are particularly elaborate. Each of 
the five doors features Renaissance 
portals, which appear three-dimensi-
onal thanks to the painted shadows, 
reminiscent of ancient temples. 

Each is unique, and some feature 
antique profile heads. Various images 
were also discovered on the walls.

Also 
included 
are 
depictions 
of a sun-face 
(the museum‘s logo) 
and a man‘s head. Whether this is a 
portrait of Sebastian Hornmold cannot 
be conclusively proven. Each rosette is 
individually shaped. 

On the north side of the corridor are the 
coats of arms of the Duke of Württemberg 
and the Hornmold family. 

The first floor initially housed Sebastian 
Hornmold‘s wine shop. His wine barrels 

were stored in the vaulted cellar below. The 
wine register, in which he recorded the vintages since 1550, 
is still maintained today and updated annually by the mayor. 
It is one of the most important exhibits in the city‘s historical 
collection. 

After the building was sold in the 17th century, a bakery moved 
into the ground floor. The magnificently painted pillars, walls, and 
ceiling beams gradually disappeared under newer layers of paint, 
wallpaper, or plaster

Connecting building“GALLERY“

On the second floor, a gallery serves as a connecting corridor to 
the rear building, which was used as a barn or summer house. 
Originally, this was the first summer room, which, due to a
lack of heating, was used primarily in the summer. 
When the summer room was moved to the rear building in 1575, 
the gallery was widened. This is evident from the ceiling beams.

The transition to the rear part of the building (summer 
house) is only possible from the 2nd floor
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Building plan 
   for the

HOW IT BEGAN… SUMMER HOUSE


